
 
Open Letter to President Ramaphosa 

12 February 2023 
 
Dear Mr President, 
 
The statement you made on Palestine during the State of the Nation Address is factually 
incorrect and politically unwise.  There is no “recent escalation of tensions between Israelis 
and Palestinians”.  There are not two equal sides in ‘conflict’.  Israel is a settler-colonial, 
heavily militarised state, illegally occupying Palestinian land and implementing a system of 
apartheid against the Palestinian people.   
 
Palestinian and Israeli rights organisations, Al-Haq, and B’Tselem, in addition to Human Rights 
Watch and Amnesty International, have published detailed reports concluding that Israel 
practices the crime against humanity of apartheid.  Our own Human Sciences Research 
Council, in the mid-2000s, published a detailed report drawn up by international jurists that 
also proved that Israel was guilty of the crime of apartheid.  Eminent South Africans such as 
Archbishop Tutu and Reverend Frank Chikane have stated that the Israeli regime is worse than 
the apartheid regime was in South Africa. 
 
In January 2023 alone, Israeli occupation forces killed thirty-five Palestinians, including eight 
children.  Almog Cohen, a parliamentarian from the ultra-rightwing Jewish Power Party of 
National Minister of Security, Itmar Ben-Gvir, praised the murderous occupation forces for 
their massacre in Jenin on 26 January that left nine Palestinians dead and more than twenty 
injured, referring to it as “nice and professional work” and urging that they “keep killing 
them”.   
 
Over a thousand residents of Masafer Yatta in the South Hebron Hills are fighting against 
displacement from their villages and farms, facing attacks from illegal settlers who are 
protected by the occupation forces, in order to establish a firing zone for the Israeli army of 
occupation.   
 
The hardline Israeli government has ramped up the demolition of Palestinian homes in 
occupied Jerusalem and the West Bank.  Punitive home demolitions and sweeping movement 
restrictions against entire communities are among Israeli actions amounting to collective 
punishment, illegal under international law and a “war crime” according to Human Rights 
Watch  last week. 
 
These are not “tensions”, Mr President.  These are the genocidal actions of a settler-colonial 
state that commits the crime against humanity of apartheid and illegal occupation using one 
of the most powerful military forces in the world with some of the most advanced weaponry 
ever produced. 
 

https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/20931.html
https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5141/2022/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/02/02/israel-collective-punishment-against-palestinians
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/02/02/israel-collective-punishment-against-palestinians


Mr President, 
 
Your call for “an end to hostilities” must be directed to the extremist racist Israeli government 
that is escalating its stated plan to annex even more Palestinian land and ethnically cleanse 
the Palestinian people.  No one in the current Israeli government hides this fact or is 
apologetic about it.   It is sad that the President of the Republic of South Africa, then, sounds 
like an apologist for those same policies.  
 
There is no “peace process” for the Palestinians to return to.  Apartheid Israel has consistently 
failed to abide by any previous agreements and numerous UN resolutions, acting with 
impunity in advancing its colonial project and withdrawing from all negotiations processes, 
making it clear that they were not interested in talks but only in military subjugation.  The 
system of colonialism and apartheid must be dismantled so that the Palestinian people can 
enjoy equal rights, are able to return to their homes and realise justice. 
 
You, Mr President, should be leading the international community in heeding the unified call 
of the Palestinian people for boycotts, divestment and sanctions (BDS) against apartheid 
Israel, including an arms embargo.  This demand should sound familiar to you - it is exactly 
the demand for solidarity that we made to the international community during our struggle 
against apartheid South Africa.  
 
Our post-apartheid ANC government has a political and moral duty to cut all ties with the 
racist apartheid Israeli state: diplomatic, sporting, cultural and trade relations.   
 
The National Prosecuting Authority has still not prosecuted a single South African who joins 
the apartheid Israeli occupation forces in direct violation of our Regulation of Foreign Military 
Assistance Act (RFMAA).  You, Mr President, emphasise upholding the rule of law.  Does the 
RFMAA not need to be upheld?  Does it benefit South Africa or assist in dismantling Israeli 
apartheid that our citizens serve as mercenaries in an illegal occupation and colonial project?  
 
South Africa, like all states that are party to the Rome Statute of the ICC, has a legal 
responsibility to hold Israel accountable for war crimes and crimes against humanity.  Our 
government must act in the United Nations to reinstate the anti-apartheid mechanisms 
towards international sanctions and implement BDS policy in South Africa with immediate 
effect. 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Martin Jansen: 828 702 025 
 
Roshan Dadoo: 082 816 2799 
 
Saajidah Sader: 27 72 979 8477 
 
Usuf Chikte: 082 877 9522 


